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PRIME�LINES

IN THIS ISSUE...
Reconnecting and celebrations. That was the underlying theme of the 
2022 APA Annual Meeting and EWTA Info Fair held last fall. It was 
great to see industry colleagues and celebrate the accomplishments 
and achievements of individuals and companies. Highlights start on 
page 5, announcing Tony Vuksich as the 2022 Bronson J. Lewis Award 
recipient and pick up again on page 42 with additional highlights 
and registration information for the 2023 event, to be held at the JW 
Marriott Desert Springs Resort & Spa, Palm Desert, California. 

Congratulations to the 2022 Supplier of the Year Award winners! They 
were once again chosen through online balloting by APA member 
representatives. The awards were presented at APA’s Annual Meeting. 
Turn to page 35 to read about the four award recipients. 

Be one of the award winners this year! It’s time to submit entries for the 
2023 Innovation of the Year Award. Details are available on page 41.

In this issue, we present three articles that look at the advancements 
in the engineered wood industry and how they are beneficial to 
manufacturers, suppliers and the consumer. Turn to page 11 to read 
how valvejet and inkjet printers can improve efficiency, reduce costs and 
improve traceability. Continue to page 17 to learn about engineered 
wood’s key role as a green building solution and the role it plays in 
sustainable structures. Have you considered how machine learning 
could impact the industry? Flip to page 21 to read Dr. Timothy M. 
Young’s article, “The Potential of Machine Learning for the Engineered 
Panel Industry.”

Each spring, Joe Elling, APA’s Market Research Director provides an 
outlook on how recent steps put in place by the Federal Reserve may 
impact the housing industry. What lies ahead for our industry? There is 
no change in the message we’ve been hearing but flip to page 25 for 
complete details. 

I look forward to connecting with APA and EWTA members this October 
in Palm Desert, California. Until then, let’s connect via email, phone, 
virtual meeting or social media.

Stay safe and take care.

LaDauna Wilson
EWTA Program Manager
ladauna.wilson@apawood.org  
ewta@engineeredwood.org 
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APA hosts international 
mission delegates  
To expand overseas market 
access and exports, APA 
recently sponsored 14 delegates 
from Australia, Colombia, 
Mexico, Peru and Taiwan 
on a mission to the Pacific 
Northwest to learn about 
engineered wood products, 
their use in construction, 
and related U.S. codes and 
standards. The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Foreign 
Agricultural Service (FAS) 
supported the mission. APA 
international representatives 
and a FAS official accompanied 
the delegates. 

At APA Headquarters, 
Technical Services Director Dr. 
Borjen Yeh provided a detailed 
presentation on products, 
codes and standards. Delegates 
also witnessed numerous tests 
demonstrating EWP product 

performance at the APA lab. 
Delegates also attended mill 
tours and the International 
Mass Timber Conference 
where they met with 
glulam, LVL, CLT and MPP 
manufacturers and learned 
about the products and 
applications. Mission delegates 
then had the opportunity to 
visit several landmark projects 
using engineered wood.  

APA international 
representatives will continue 
the dialogue with mission 
delegates to further the 
international market and 
export expansion goal.

Engineering students 
compete in Timber-
Strong Design Build 
Competitions 
Forty-four universities 
participated in eight 
Timber Strong Design Build 
competitions held at American 
Society of Civil Engineers 
(ASCE) Student Symposia 
in 2023. It was the pilot 
program's strongest year to 
date. Sponsored by APA, the 
American Wood Council 
and Simpson Strong-Tie, the 
competition challenges teams 
of undergraduate engineering 

Continued on next page

One of the stops fourteen delegates from Australia, Colombia, Mexico, Peru and 
Taiwan made was a visit to APA Headquarters.

During their visit to APA Headquarters, delegates witness a variety of tests 
demonstrating EWP product performance at the APA lab.
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In Memoriam
GUY STERNAL 
Guy Sternal passed 
away peacefully 
on Christmas Eve 
at the age of 76. 
Sternal served 
nearly 17 years 
as APA’s General 
Counsel from 
December 2002 to 
September 2019. 
Born and raised 
in Minneapolis, Sternal earned his 
bachelor's degree in 1968 at the 
University of Minnesota, married his 
wife Becki Ferber Sternal, and entered 
the Air Force. His joy was becoming 
a pilot and teaching individuals to fly 
jets. Law school followed. After earning 
his JD from the University of the Pacific 
in 1977, he moved from flying planes 
to arguing cases as an attorney in the 
Judge Advocate General's Corps, or 
JAG. In 1989, Sternal retired from the 
JAG and entered private practice at the 
Tacoma law firm of Eisenhower Carlson. 
He rose to partner and eventually 
retired in 2009. Sternal is survived by 
his beloved wife of 54 years, his two 
sons, four grandchildren, sister and 
brother. He was preceded in death by 
his brother, Branch Sternal.

Guy Sternal

structural requirements,” said Matt Brown, 
author of APA’s comment. According to Brown, 
APA’s energy specialist based in Indiana, the 
updated ZERH program requirements permit a 
house to meet the Total UA method of the 2021 
IECC, which allows for cavity-only insulation, 
foam sheathing and other options like double-
stud walls. In northern climate zones, program 
requirements can be achieved with high-density 
blown-in insulation products in 2x6 framing. 
Program requirements can be achieved in 
southern climate zones by using a combination 
of radiant barrier roof sheathing and improved 
wall cavity insulation.

APA exhibits at the World of 
Modular conference
APA field staff exhibited at the World of Modular 
conference held March 29 - April 1. This was 
the first year APA exhibited at the event and 
was undertaken at the direction of the APA 
Marketing Advisory Committee’s nonresidential 
subcommittee. The event offered educational 
and networking opportunities. APA’s booth 
was heavily trafficked by roughly 1,500 show 
attendees, and APA field staff obtained over two 
dozen quality leads to provide engineered wood 
training for building professionals. As we see an 
increased demand for affordable housing and 
a shortage of framers, modular construction 
provides a solution. APA is researching the best 
ways to grow this market for member products. 
Findings from this show will be shared with 
the APA MAC nonresidential subcommittee 
to recommend that APA exhibits at the 2024 
show and develops a case study highlighting the 
benefits and best practices of light-frame wood 
modular construction. 
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Valvejet and inkjet printers can reliably produce the essential 
marks and codes needed for high-performance production 
environments as shown on these product samples.
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UPDATING YOUR WOOD 
MARKING SYSTEMS CAN 
REDUCE COSTS 
By Kevin Havre

High-quality, durable marking technology gives companies in 
the engineered wood products industry a competitive edge by 
improving efficiency, reducing costs and improving traceability.

It’s a familiar sight to every builder, contractor and home-
improvement-store consumer: wood products with smeared, 
illegible marks. Beyond aesthetics, there are deeper issues 
associated with low-quality, inaccurate or unreadable 
marks that not only impact brand recognition but also pose 
problems for manufacturing efficiency, compliance, inventory 
management, tracking and traceability. 

For engineered wood product manufacturers, coding and 
marking provide essential information – from product grades 
and traceability data to trademarks and industry certifications 
that reflect on the brand and help improve operations. In 
today’s highly competitive marketplace, how marks are made 
can have a direct impact on a company’s bottom line. 

Rather than thinking of marking as a check-box task in 
the manufacturing process, there are steps to take to turn 
engineered wood product marks into a strategic asset, reduce 
waste and improve efficiency.

Reduce maintenance and lower costs 
Printing on engineered wood products comes with unique 
challenges. Industrial production tends to generate a great 
deal of wood dust, glue and other residue. Marking equipment 
may also need to withstand extreme hot or cold temperatures. 
Oddly shaped products often require highly flexible printing 
equipment and special mounting considerations.

Continued on next page
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Plywood structural panels were used to fully sheathe 
the walls of this sustainable commercial structure.
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Machine Learning (ML) is transforming the 
business world at an exponential rate of change. 
Everyone reading this article has read about, 
or experienced ‘ChatGPT’ or other AI related 
platforms. The vast majority of AI platforms 
are based on an ensemble of ML algorithms. 
ML algorithms evolved from regression trees 
(RTs) towards the concept of ‘random forests’ 
in the late 1990s.1 Many reading this article 
have seen some type of RT in their root-
cause analyses as a data-driven approach for 
the company’s process improvement effort. 
RTs have ‘explanatory-value’ in that a path to 
optimization (e.g., minimum process weight or 
maximize strength) is presented as a ‘hierarchy 
tree’ of key interactions (Figure 1). Even though 
the RT has high explanatory value, it tends to 
have poor predictability that arises from the 

way it identifies significant clusters within the 
data. These important data clusters explain 
the majority of variation in a response variable 
that a human is unable to recognize (e.g., Y 
= mat weight variation). Even though RTs are 
very useful for process improvement, RTs have 
evolved towards ML algorithms that are better 
for prediction. 

Random Forests (RF) was the first widely 
adopted ML algorithm method and is very 
popular today. RF combines the predictions of 
all the trees in the forest by taking a majority 
vote where the final prediction is the class that 
receives the most votes. The gradient boosting of 
trees was the next generation of ML algorithms 
and in my experience tends to outperform RF 
in this industry. Gradient boosting develops 
an army of small trees of significant variables 

THE POTENTIAL OF MACHINE LEARNING 
FOR THE ENGINEERED PANEL INDUSTRY

By Timothy M. Young, CEO and President, T.M. Young Institute, LLC
Professor Emeritus, University of Tennessee
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Housing starts run near 
1.3 million in 2023
Given the interest rate 
forecast and the likelihood 
of a recession in the second 
half of this year, new home 
sales and in turn, single-
family starts are expected 
to total slightly less than 
800,000 units in 2023. In 
association with that, we 
should expect the average 
home size to be down 
as home builders adjust 
their product offering to 
accommodate the challenge 
faced by potential home buyers.

At the start of 2023 there was a record number 
of multifamily units under construction. That 
number rose further 957,000 at the end of 
February. Banks have tightened their standards 
for multifamily construction loans. So far, neither 
of these factors have had much of impact on 
starts through February. Therefore, multifamily 
starts are projected at 500,000 units in 2023. 

In total, housing starts are projected to be near 
1.3 million units in 2023 (see Figure 5). This is a 
250,000 unit decline from 2022. Various housing 
industry analysts estimate the U.S. is short 1.5 
million to 4 million housing units. In turn, to 
whittle away at this shortage, housing starts 
would have to average 1.8 million or more units 
through the rest of the decade. The outlook for 
starts in 2023 means no change in the estimated 
shortage of housing units in the U.S.

Joe K. Elling is Director of Market Research for  
APA – The Engineered Wood Association.

Figure 5. U.S. Housing Starts (Thousands)
Source: Census Bureau. APA Forecast
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The 2023 APA Annual Meeting and EWTA Info Fair will be held in sunny 
Palm Desert, California at the JW Marriott Desert Springs Resort & Spa 
Oct. 14-17, 2023, where members will connect for business meetings, 
sporting events, EWTA’s Info Fair, and networking. 

A new APA and EWTA events website provides Annual Meeting and Info 
Fair information and registration links for meeting attendees, Info Fair 
exhibitors, and sponsors. The details are available at www.apa-ewta-
events.org. Attendance at APA’s Annual Meeting and EWTA’s Info Fair is 
limited to APA and EWTA members and invited guests.

JOIN APA AND EWTA IN  
CALIFORNIA THIS OCTOBER 

A new chair, vice chair and three new 
members have been elected to APA – 
The Engineered Wood Association’s 
Board of Trustees.

Ashlee Cribb, vice president of 
wood products for PotlatchDeltic 
Corporation, has been elected to serve 
as chair on APA’s Board of Trustees, 
succeeding Roy O. Martin III. Cribb 

steps into this position after being 
elected vice chair earlier in 2022. 
Her areas of expertise include sales, 
marketing, strategic planning and 
operations management. Before joining 
PotlatchDeltic, Cribb  was senior vice 

president and chief commercial officer 
for Roseburg Forest Products.

Continued on next page 

Ashlee Cribb

APA names new Chair and Vice Chair, Trustees join APA board
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USNR 
With the addition of Ventek’s veneer scanning, grading, and handling solutions to USNR’s 
lathe, dryer, and downstream product portfolio, USNR now offers tightly integrated 
mechanical and optimization solutions for the plywood industry. USNR products are 
known to increase recovery, value, and yield, improving mill profitability. USNR also 
manufactures machinery for beam lamination, finger-jointing, and presses for the 
composite board industry. Committed to superior customer service, USNR offers OEM 
parts, training, and 24/7 support around the globe. 800-BUY-USNR.

EQUIPMENT AND TOOLING CATEGORY 
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Flamex Inc.
Flamex Inc. is a leading supplier of customized industrial process fire prevention and 
protection equipment. We specialize in the protection of facilities that handle combustible 
dusts that utilize pneumatic dust collection and air filtration systems. To address the 
process fire hazard inherent in various industrial applications, our company pioneered 
the utilization of a new technology in North America by introducing the FLAMEX Spark 
Detection and Extinguishing System in 1977 and the MINIFOG PressProtect System in 
1997 for the protection of Industrial Presses. The flexibility of these systems allows their use 
in other hazardous areas such as Thermal and Hydraulic oil rooms where AFFF Foam Fire 
Fighting systems can be utilized for further protection.

INNOVATION OF THE YEAR
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BUSINESS OUTLOOK 
Business optimism declines

By LaDauna Wilson

As businesses emerge from the challenges of a 
global pandemic, a looming recession is driving 
caution and concern. It is not a surprise that 
the Engineered Wood Technology Association 
(EWTA) members surveyed earlier this year show 
a drop in optimism for the industry in 2023. 

A year ago, the majority of EWTA members 
surveyed in the association’s annual Business 
Outlook Survey had a positive outlook on the 
year ahead. Now the tides have turned, and 
for 2023, members register the lowest level of 
optimism recorded since 2011, when this annual 
survey originated. Perhaps the tempered outlook 
is reflective of the recent housing reports which 

predict a challenging housing market through 
the rest of 2023, as reported by Joe Elling, APA’s 
Market Research Director, in a feature on page 25 
that looks at the impacts of the U.S. economy on 
the home building industry. 

The Engineered Wood Technology Business 
Outlook survey was sent to EWTA members in 
January of this year and posed five questions 
relating to wood-product business’ performance, 
future expectations and employment levels. 
Responses are reflected in the following charts, 
which also track survey responses from the past 
five years. Sixty-eight percent of respondents were 
in the equipment/tooling category, 35% in the 
materials/supplies category and 8% in the services/
consulting category. Fifty percent of respondents 
had business headquarters in the U.S., 19% were 
headquartered in Canada and 31% were offshore. 
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SHARE YOUR COMPANY NEWS

Con-Vey LLC, North 
America's leading 
manufacturer of automated 
material handling 
equipment for engineered 
wood products, is pleased 
to announce the promotion 
of Jeremy Goebel to Vice 
President. With over 10 
years of experience at Con-Vey, Jeremy brings 
a wealth of industry knowledge and leadership 
to his new role.

Jeremy joined Con-Vey as a Sales 
Representative in 2013 and quickly rose 
through the ranks, becoming the Sales 
Manager in 2017. With his exceptional 
technical skills and personable nature, Jeremy 
has been instrumental in driving Con-Vey's 
success and growth.
As Vice President, Jeremy will continue to 
lead the sales team, while also managing other 
departments’ operations. This promotion is 
part of Con-Vey's growth plan and the next 
step in expanding its management team.

The Engineered Wood Journal welcomes news from its members. News suitable for publication 
in upcoming issues includes press releases about new hires, new products, company news or 
awards won. Please send your information or direct questions to LaDauna Wilson.

Jeremy Goebel

CON-VEY announces new vice president role
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ADDITIONAL PRODUCTS & SERVICES AD

USNR
Chris Van Ackeren –  
Senior EWP Account Manager
Phone: 541-284-5465
Email: chris.vanackeren@usnr.com

Sam Pope –  
Western Sales Manager, North America
Phone: 360-225-8267
Email: sam.pope@usnr.com 

1981 Schurman Way (PO Box 310)
Woodland, WA 98674
www.usnr.com

With the addition of Ventek's veneer scanning, grading, and handling solutions to USNR's lathe, dryer, 
and downstream product portfolio, USNR now offers tightly integrated mechanical and optimization 
solutions for the plywood industry. USNR products are known to increase recovery, value, and yield, 
improving mill profitability. USNR also manufactures machinery for beam lamination, finger-jointing, and 
presses for the composite board industry. Committed to superior customer service, USNR offers OEM 
parts, training, and 24/7 support around the globe. 800-BUY-USNR.
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