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Welcome to the �nal edition of the Engineered Wood Journal. In this issue, we re�ect 
on 26 years of shared industry news and the magazine�s rich history, featuring 
insights from Jack Merry, the �rst editor of the Engineered Wood Journal and retired 
APA industry communications director. Flip to page 10 for a retrospective look at the 
magazine�s journey, covering issues from 1998 through 2024.
Mark your calendars! �e APA Annual Meeting and EWTA Info Fair is happening 
earlier this year, from September 28 to October 1, 2024, at the JW Marriott San 
Antonio Hill Country Resort & Spa. �is year, APA and EWTA members will gather 
in San Antonio, Texas, for four days �lled with networking, industry meetings, and 
exciting sporting events�including a golf tournament, the return of the clay pigeon 
shoot, and the debut of a pickleball tournament.  For a preview of the planned events 
and a list of Info Fair sponsors and exhibitors, turn to page 18. Full details are also 
available on the APA and EWTA events website at www.apa-ewta-events.org.
In addition to industry, association, and member news featured in the following 
pages, be sure to explore the following:
Turn to page 32 for APA Market Research Director Joe Elling�s projections on the 
2025 Market Outlook. �en, head to page 38 to discover how urethane structural 
adhesive systems are advancing mass timber and engineered wood products.
For 16 years, the Safety and Health Advisory Committee (SHAC) has been at the 
forefront of revitalizing safety e�orts. By promoting and recognizing operational 
excellence, SHAC has signi�cantly contributed to reducing injury and illness rates 
across our industry. Turn to page 42 to discover more about the program and �nd 
out which 20 facilities from eight APA companies have been honored with awards in 
various categories. �en, continue to page 46, where a safety manager from an APA 
member company reveals one key habit that can transform leadership skills.
Speaking of awards, each fall APA members are invited to select the winners of the 
annual EWTA Supplier of the Year and Innovation of the Year awards. For 2024, 
the Innovation of the Year will be chosen from seven entries submitted by EWTA 
members, showcasing their latest technology, products, or services. Turn to page 48 
to learn more about these innovations. If you�re an APA member, don�t forget to cast 
your vote!
Need contact information for industry suppliers? Check out the updated EWTA 
member directory starting on page 45. It includes company details and contact 
information for all EWTA members and highlights the sponsors for the upcoming 
Info Fair.
In closing, I want to extend a special thank you to those who have been with us from 
the beginning through to the end�namely, Jack Merry, Terry Kerwood, Melinda 
Lilley, Sheila Cain, Mike Martin, and Kim Sivertsen. I also want to express my 
gratitude to all the advertisers, APA and EWTA members, sta�, writers, artists, and 
subscribers of the Engineered Wood Journal over the past 26 years. We couldn�t have 
achieved this success without each of you.
It�s been a pleasure to be part of this magazine, and while I�m sad to see it come to an 
end, I�m proud of all that we�ve accomplished together.

LaDauna Wilson
EWTA Program Manager
ladauna.wilson@apawood.org  
ewta@engineeredwood.org
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INDUSTRY AND ASSOCIATION  CONNECTIONS

Engineering Students Wow at 
Wood Design Competition
Some designed playhouses. One team created a 
�barndominium.� And at least one erected a tiny 
pub. �ose are just three entry examples from the 
2024 Timber-Strong Design BuildSM competition, 
which took place nationwide at college campuses this 
spring. Since 2019, the contest has given engineering 
students the opportunity to gain hands-on experience 
with wood design and construction. It also teaches 
teamwork and planning and demonstrates the value 
of prefabrication. What began as a giant Jenga contest 
more than seven years ago now attracts hundreds of 

participating students and 
over a thousand spectators. 
�is year�s competition 
included 464 students from 
46 schools.  

APA � �e Engineered Wood 
Association, the American 
Wood Council and Simpson Strong-Tie partner with 
the American Society of Civil Engineers to carry out 
the competition.  

�is year�s winners included teams from Michigan, 
Indiana, Florida, Colorado, Utah, Texas, California 
and Puerto Rico.  

SMALL BUILDING, BIG EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES

Continues on next page.
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 IN MEMORIAM

Engineered Wood Journal 
1998-2024
by Jack Merry

Receiving word recently that this 
would be the last issue of the 
Engineered Wood Journal was a bit 
like unexpectedly coming across 
the obituary of an old friend from 
a bygone era.			 

I haven�t been associated with 
the Journal for more than a 
decade now, but I was there at 
its birth, in 1998, and for several 
years therea�er as editor while 
it matured and evolved. When 
Engineered Wood Technology 
Association (EWTA) Program 
Manager LaDauna Wilson invited 
me to share a few thoughts on the 
life and times of the magazine,  
I was honored to oblige.

�e idea for this magazine was 
actually second in line to another 
publication that APA � �e 
Engineered Wood Association 
sta� considered but then rejected. 
�e �rst was for a publication 
targeted at construction market 
users and speci�ers as a means 
to increase demand for APA 
member products. It would have 
�t nicely into APA�s strategic 
marketing plan. However, a�er 
review of the human resource 
requirements, the publishing 
competition at the time, the 

Continues on next page.
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APA ANNUAL MEETING AND  
EWTA INFO FAIR PREVIEW
SEPT. 28 � OCT. 1, 2024
JW MARRIOTT SAN ANTONIO HILL COUNTRY  
RESORT & SPA, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
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MARKET OUTLOOK
More of the Same in 2025?
By Joe K. Elling

In the Spring 2024 Engineered 
Wood Journal, the key message 
provided little reason to be 
optimistic about the prospects for 
2024. �at message is still intact. 

Let�s look at multifamily starts 
�rst. 

�rough the �rst half of this 
year, multifamily starts have 
averaged a seasonally adjusted 
annual rate of 343,000, down 
35% from the �rst half of 2023. 
(See Figure 1.) Although the 
number of multifamily units 
under construction at the end 
of June was down 115,000 from 
June 2023, there were still 895,000 
units under construction. �is 
extraordinarily large number of 
units under construction is going 
to be an anchor on multifamily 
starts through the next 12 
months, if not longer.

In contrast, single-family starts 
through the �rst half of 2024 
were up compared to the �rst 
half of 2023. Single-family starts 
averaged a seasonally adjusted 
annual rate of 1.04 million units, 
up 17% from the �rst half of 2023. 
As shown though in Figure 2, 
single-family starts in the second 
half of 2023 averaged a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate of 1.02 
million. �ere are several factors 
in place suggesting that single-
family starts could run below the 
1 million rate in the second half 

of this year, annualized. �ese 
include the following:

�	A�ordability challenge driven 
by the 6.75% rate on a 30-year 
�xed-rate mortgage

�	Deterioration in home builder 
sentiment

�	Inventory of new homes over 
nine months supply basis

It appears single-family starts 
could average 950,000, annualized 
rate in the second half, leaving 
starts totaling nearly 1 million 
units, still up 5% for the year.

Continues on next page.
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Average Size of New Homes Started
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Structural Urethane  
Adhesives to Enhance  
Engineered Wood & 
Mass Timber Products
By Tom Stewart
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Photo courtesy of Mike Ascheri, LPJ Construction.
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2024 INFO FAIR SPONSORS
Use these designations icons to �nd the members who are sponsoring in this year’s APA Annual Meeting & EWTA 
Info Fair. See you there!

AFRY Management Consulting
AFRY Management Consulting Wood Products team 
has a long-standing experience in wood-based panels, 
engineered wood products, lumber and surfacing materials 
with an in-depth industry network supported by a global 
presence and local knowledge. Our service areas include 
Strategy Advisory, Market Analysis and Forecasting, 
Investment Advisory, Due Diligences, Valuations and 
Operational Excellence. Wood Products is part of the 
Bioindustry Management Consulting Division which 
includes Forestry and Biomass, Paper, Packaging, Hygiene 
and Biore�ning. AFRY was launched in 2019 when ¯F and 
Pöyry merged. We are 19,000 devoted experts creating an 
impact for generations to come. AFRY is listed on Nasdaq 
Stockholm and a turnover of USD 2.5 billion.

Contact: 
Guillermo Velarde - Principle
Phone: 646-715-3928
Email: guillermo.velarde@afry.com
295 Madison Ave., Suite 300, New York, NY 10017
www.afry.com

PLATINUM  BMI Contractors, Inc.
BMI Contractors Inc, is a machinery installation contractor 
specializing in the wood products industry for nearly 40 
years. We operate across North America and have installed 
complete plywood, OSB, LVL and I-Joist facilities. We have 
replaced, rebuilt or modernized individual machinery lines 
including over 100 veneer dryers and a signi�cant number 
of plywood presses, LVL presses and OSB presses. We pride 
ourselves in innovation and are responsible for completing 
three veneer dryers that were rolled into place after their 
construction. Our crews are ready to assist you in achieving 
your goals for timely, e�cient, safe and cost-e�ective plant 
improvement projects.

Contact:
David Brown - President
Phone: 503-375-2222
Email:� dbrown@bmicontractors.com
4375 Turner Rd. SE, Salem, OR 97317
www.bmicontractors.com

CONSULTING AND SERVICES
EWTA members in the Consulting and Services category provide support in one or more of the following 
subcategories: Energy Management; Engineering Services; Industrial Construction and Installation; Industry 
Communication/Research; Maintenance/Inspection; On-Time Performance Systems; Plant Design and Construction; 
Project Management; Recruiting and Sta�ng; Software/Computing/IT; Specialty Services; Value-Added Services/
Treating/Embossing.  Go to the online Consulting and Services directory

DIAMOND GOLDPLATINUM SILVER

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY

https://www.engineeredwood.org/member-directory-contacts
mailto:guillermo.velarde@afry.com
www.afry.com
mailto:dbrown@bmicontractors.com
www.bmicontractors.com
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EQUIPMENT AND TOOLING
EWTA members in the Equipment and Tooling category provide products and support in one or more of the following 
subcategories: Accessory Tools/Equipment; Controls/Electronics/Optimization/Automation; Custom Equipment/
Tooling; Dryer Systems; Environmental; Fastening/Fasteners/Hardware; Finishing Line Systems; Grading/Scanning; 
Hydraulics/Hydraulic Systems; Labeling/Marking/Bar Coding; LVL, Laminate & Other EWP Equipment; Material Handling 
Equipment; Panel Handling Equipment; Panel Production Equipment; Panel Repair/Patching; Presses and Press Lines; 
Primary Processing Equipment; Quality Control Equipment and Systems; Resin Application Equipment/Spray Lines; 
Safety Equipment and Supplies; Sanding and Finishing Equipment; Stranders/Debarkers/Logging; Support Equipment; 
Veneer Processing and Drying; Wax/Material Application Systems; Wrapping, Strapping and Packaging. Go to the online 
Equipment and Tooling directory. 

PLATINUM  Altec Integrated Solutions
Altec works closely with plywood and veneer operations 
to improve all sections of the green end to increase 
production, quality, uptime, and recovery. After gaining a 
thorough understanding of each customer application, an 
improvement solution, drawn from decades of experience 
and smart use of technology, is proposed. Improvement 
solutions are provided which include items such as heavy-
duty precision equipment (including complete lathes, back 
up rolls, chargers, scanners, diverters, stackers, robotics) and 
enhanced control systems for all sections. Services include 
full CNC machine shop, testing, engineering, and �eld 
service. Locations in Texas and British Columbia allow Altec 
to supply, service, and support customers across North 
America and around the world.

Contact: 
Bill Long � President
Phone: 604-313-1602
Email: blong@alteconline.com
# 120 - 185 Golden Drive
Coquitlam, BC V3K 6T1 Canada
www.alteconline.com

PLATINUM  Argos Solutions LLC  
Argos o�ers a full range of optical inspection and process 
control systems that replaces manual grading and patching 
of wood products. With more than 25 years of experience 
and installations in more than 30 countries, Argos provides 
the latest technology of vision-based scanning systems 
for the plywood, composite and furniture industry. Argos 
is a single source supplier for inspection and grading after 
the press, sander, cut-to-size, including edge inspection 
systems, and automatic patching systems for plywood and 
parquet panels.

Contact: 
Richard Lepine - General Manager
Phone: 919-428-1262
Email: richard.lepine@argossolutions.no
2013 Castleburg Drive, Apex, NC 27523
www.argossolutions.no

www.alteconline.com
mailto:Richard.Lepine@argossolutions.no
www.argossolutions.no/
https://www.engineeredwood.org/member-directory-contacts
https://www.engineeredwood.org/member-directory-contacts
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ACMOS, Inc.
ACMOS is a global technology leader specializing in 
high-quality release agents, lubricants, grinding coolants, 
and cleaning agents for various industries, including 
polyurethanes, composites, glass, and wood processing. 
With a focus on the wood industry, we excel in developing 
and producing top-tier release agents for applications like 
panel board manufacturing, paper impregnation, edge 
banding, laminating, veneering, cabinetry, and more. 
Through close collaboration with customers, we provide 
innovative, high-performance solutions to optimize 
manufacturing processes. Our worldwide presence ensures 
prompt and expert service, reducing cleaning and machine 
downtime for cost-e�ective operations and signi�cant 
savings.

Contact: 
Alyssa Boehringer � Marketing Manager
Phone: 724-220-6644
Email: info@acmosinc.com
5000 Stonewood Drive, Suite 200, Wexford, PA 15090
www.acmos.com

Albany International
Albany International is a global advanced textiles and 
materials processing company founded in 1895. We 
are headquartered in Rochester, New Hampshire and 
employ approximately 5,000 people worldwide. Our 
26 manufacturing operations are strategically located 
in 13 countries to serve our global customers. Albany 
International�s core business is production of custom-
designed engineered fabrics and process belts, used to 
manufacture all grades of paper from lightweight technical 
paper to heavyweight container board. In its family of 
emerging businesses, Albany belting technologies process 
unique materials for engineered wood products particularly 
for wood forming in OSB, PB and MDF/HDF manufacturing. 
Visit us @Albint.com. 

Contact: 
Tom Israel - Product Manager-Americas
Phone: 920-521-4618
Email: tom.israel@albint.com
3601 Electric City Blvd., Kaukauna, WI 54130
www.albint.com

https://www.engineeredwood.org/member-directory-contacts
mailto:tom.israel@albint.com
www.albint.com
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MEMBER CONNECTIONS

STRENGTH THROUGH 
CONNECTIONS

Shurtape Technologies, LLC, is a global leader
in adhesive tape
manufacturing,
serving industrial,
consumer and
professional markets. With facilities across the
U.S., Europe, Latin America, Australasia and Asia, 
Shurtape delivers best-in-class, pressure-sensitive 
adhesive solutions, including high-performance 
acrylic membranes (�ashing, seam sealing, weather 
resistant barriers) for construction and remodeling. 

Our portfolio includes trusted brands like Duck, 
FrogTape, Painter�s Mate, Shurtape, T-Rex, Kip, and 
Pro Tapes.
Contact:
Charlie Robinson � Director, Business Development 
Phone: 704-999-2603
Email: chrobinson@shurtape.com
Additional details are available at 
www .shurtapetech .com

WPS Industries / Eagle Project Services

WPS Industries  
is a full-service  
fabrication and 
installation 
provider for Wood Products, Biomass, Oil & Gas, 
Environmental, Power and various other industries. 
Eagle Project Services provides detailed engineering 
and project management services to the same noted 
industries.
Contact:
Jeremy Clark � Business Development
Phone: 318-243-0862
Email: Jeremy.clark@iss-na.com
Additional details are available at www.iss-na.com

EWTA Welcomes New Members

Continues on next page.

http://www.shurtapetech.com
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EWTA and Engineered Wood Journal contact information
Mail: 7011 So. 19th St., Tacoma, WA 98466-5333
Phone: 253 620-7483
Email: ewta@engineeredwood.org

Article reprint permission.  
Send your request in writing to the Editor at the email or address 
listed above.

Current and past Engineered Wood Journal issues.
Go to: www.engineeredwood.org/engineered-wood-journal 

EWTA membership and/or Info Fair exhibiting  
information.
Contact LaDauna Wilson, 253 620-7483,  
ewta@engineeredwood.org.

APA member product questions or assistance. 
Contact the APA Product Support Help Desk,  
253 620-7400, help@apawood.org

Mailing and membership lists. 
Mailing lists for this publication are not available. For a listing of 
members of EWTA, visit www.engineeredwood.org. For a listing of 
APA members, visit www.apawood.org.

READER SERVICES
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HASHIMOTO DENKI Co., Ltd .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   87
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Controls, Electronics, Optimization, Automation/ Grading, 
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MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES 
Arxada   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                2 
Chemicals/Additives/Coatings
www.wolmanizedwood.com  

Bostik   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                              36-37 
Adhesives/Resins
www.bostik.com

Münzing .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                               92
Wax, Release Agents, Lubricants, Emulsions/ Chemicals,  
Additives, Coatings
www.munzing.com

The Willamette Valley Company  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   47
Binders, Extenders, Fillers/Wax, Release Agents,  
Lubricants, Emulsions/ Replacement Parts and Supplies/ 
Chemicals, Additives, Coatings
www.wilvaco.com

CONSULTING AND SERVICES 
Evergreen Engineering  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      92
Engineering Services 
www.evergreenengineering.com 

LEDINEK  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  4 
Plant Design and Construction/Industrial  
Construction and Installation/Engineering Services
www.ledinek.com 

Mid-South Engineering .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      8 
Plant Design and Construction/Industrial Construction and 
Installation/Engineering Services/Maintenance, Inspection/ 
Project Management
www.mseco.com 
 

With the addition of Ventek�s veneer scanning, grading, and handling solutions to USNR�s lathe, dryer, and 
downstream product portfolio, USNR now o�ers tightly integrated mechanical and optimization solutions for 
the plywood industry. USNR products are known to increase recovery, value, and yield, improving mill pro�ta-
bility. USNR also manufactures machinery for beam lamination, �nger-jointing, and presses for the composite 
board industry. Committed to superior customer service, USNR o�ers OEM parts, training, and 24/7 support 
around the globe. 800-BUY-USNR.
Contact:
Chris Van Ackeren � Senior EWP Account Manager
Phone: 541-284-5465
Email: Chris.vanackeren@usnr.com
1981 Schurman Way (PO Box 310) Woodland, WA 98674
www.usnr.com
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